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   St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School   
Reviewed: June 2021 

St Joseph’s is now part of Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education 
Trust (BHCET) 

We are an inclusive school and ALL teachers at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School: 

• Use their best endeavours to ensure that the necessary provision is made for 
any individual who has SEND. 

• Are responsible and accountable for all pupils in their class wherever, or with 
whoever, the pupils are working. 

 

                                                ‘Walk In The Light of Christ’ 
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                     Staff    2021-22 
 
 
Headteacher -  Mrs R Whyte 
Chair of Governors - Mr M Doherty  
SEND Governor -  Mrs K Dunn 
SENCO - Mrs C Francis (NASENCO)     
Mental Health Lead - Mrs C Francis 
Bishop Hogarth Lead SEN Officer – Margaret Doyle 
 
Contact:    01642 560056   

 
 



  

  

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we aim to support the needs of pupils with Special 
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities and are aided by the Local Authority to ensure that all 
pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best possible progress in school. We aim to 
be as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or 
Disabilities being met in a mainstream setting wherever possible if families wish for this to 
happen. 
 
All pupils are taught by their Class teacher via excellent targeted classroom teaching also 
known as Quality First Teaching 
 
For your child this would mean: 
• That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their 

class. 
• That all teaching is based upon building upon what your child already knows, can do and can 

understand. 
• At times the teacher may direct a class based Teaching Assistant, to work with your child as 

part of normal working practice. 
• Differentiated activities and different ways of presenting information are in place so that 

your child is fully involved in learning in class.  
• Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCO or outside agencies) are in place 

to support children. 
 
 

 
 

School Core Offer 



School Core Offer Continued… 

• Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and may 
decide that gaps in their understanding or learning requires some extra support 
to help them make the best possible progress. All children in school may access 
this as part of excellent classroom practice. 

• Specific group work for a smaller group of children may be used. This group, 
often called intervention groups by schools, may be: run in the classroom or 
outside in a work area, run by a teacher or a Teaching Assistant who has had 
training to run these groups. 

• All pupils have access to the support available from specialist groups run by 
outside agencies e.g. Speech and Language therapy, Educational Psychology, 
Specialist Learning Teachers, Occupational therapy, Behaviour Support and Child 
Counselling Services, 

 

• The new SEN Code of Practice (0-25) promotes the use of a graduated approach 
Assess, Plan, Do ,Review. 

 



Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Mrs Francis is the Mental Health Support Lead for St Joseph’s 
School.  

 

Every school and college will have a designated lead in mental health 
by 2025. The designated lead will be a trained member of staff who is 
responsible for the school’s approach to mental health. 
• This designated lead will: 

 oversee the help the school gives to pupils with mental health 
problems 

 help staff to spot pupils who show signs of mental health problems 

 offer advice to staff about mental health 

 refer children to specialist services if they need to 

  

As part of this, we will be working within the Anna Freud Link 
Programme to implement the CASCADE framework within school. 

 



Education, Health and Care Plans 

Education Health Care Plans The Special Educational Needs of the majority of 
children at St. Joseph’s is met effectively. However, in a small number of cases, a 
child may still be a significant cause for concern. When this is the case and it is felt 
a child requires a statutory plan to secure the relevant provision to meet their 
Special Educational Needs, school will then go down the route of an Education 
Health Care Plan (EHCP). An EHC Plan looks at all the needs that a child or young 
person has within education, health and care. Professionals and the family together 
consider what outcomes they would like to see for the child or young person. This 
plan identifies what is needed to achieve those outcomes. EHCP have replaced 
Statements of Special Educational Needs and therefore if your child currently has a 
Statement, they will be automatically transferred to an EHCP. EHC Plans will have 
the same legal status as Statements of SEN and will cover the age range 0 – 25. An 
EHC Plan for a 19 to 25 year old would only be maintained when specific educational 
provision is still required. 



Transition 

At St Joseph’s, we are aware of the importance of ensuring that transitions run 
smoothly between Key Stages. We ensure that children who are on the SEND 
register are fully prepared before moving on to a new phase of their education. 
Whether this is children who are just starting school, moving into a new Key Stage 
or moving on to Secondary school. We have a good relationship with the staff at our 
local secondary schools and the children have plenty of opportunities to visit their 
chosen school. Children who we feel may struggle with a transition, are given extra 
visits and more time to get to know the teachers and support staff. More details of 
our transition procedure can be found in our transition policy. The SENCO will meet 
with our Secondary SENCOs to discuss children who might be moving into Year 7 to 
help the transition run as smoothly as possible 



What expertise does the school and our staff 
have in relation to SEND? 

We constantly update staff on new legislation surrounding SEND. 
Staff receive regular training within specific SEND areas such as: 

• ASD 

• Sensory processing disorders 

• ADHD 

• Attachment disorders 

• Team Teach 

• Dyslexia/dyscalculia 

• The SENCO (Mrs Francis) attends regular SEND briefings and 
updates, and has completed the National Award for SENCOs (a 
national requirement for SENCOs to hold.) 



Governors 

We have fantastic governors at St Joseph’s School, who are actively involved with 
our SEND procedures. Our SENCO writes a report to governors annually in order to 
keep them up to date with the day-to-day running of SEND in school.  

 

The governors work with the SENCO in deciding which outside agencies need to be 
involved at different stages of SEND and which interventions and programmes the 
school decides to use.  

 

SEND Governor, Mrs K Dunn, can be contacted via the school office on 01642 
560056.  



• Teachers plan, deliver then assess. If concerns continue 

then differentiated activities will be prepared. The SENCo 

will be informed and a cause for concern  may be completed. 

• Parents can contact the SENCo, Mrs Francis, before/after 

the school day. An appointment can be made to have an in 

depth conversation. 

• We offer a variety of teaching styles, programs and 

strategies to enable pupils to achieve their full potential, This 

is our CORE offer available to all pupils. 

• Parents can contact the Class Teacher before/after school or 

by telephone.  

• Pupils are fully involved in their learning, being made aware 

of objectives and targets. 
 

• SEND pupils will be included in classroom activities. Their 

tasks will be prepared and marked by the Class Teacher. 

They will be taught directly by the Teacher at several points 

during the week.  

• We are fortunate to have a number of experienced Teachers 

and Teaching Assistants on our staff and we share our 

expertise. Teachers may also seek advice from external 

agencies. 

• We ensure that information about a child/ young adult’s 

SEND or EHC plan is shared and understood by teachers 

and all relevant staff who come into contact with that child. 

• We will include parents and the child in a planning overview. 

• Our school will aim to teach and fully support  pupils 

with SEND. 

• All SEND children have the same right to 

facilities and extra curricular activities. 

• We carefully plan for transition for children with 

SEND. 
 

 

 

 

• Keeping in touch with the parent/carer is vital. 

• You will be updated informally at least three times 

a year (Parents evenings and informally in the 

summer term). If concerns arise or good progress 

is made, then a meeting can be organised as 

appropriate.  

• We monitor progress via half-termly tracking. Decisions 

will be made as to how best to move a child forward. 

Interventions are reviewed to monitor their effectiveness. 

We also observe teaching to ensure  the needs of all pupils 

are catered for. 

• Parents/carers find additional information in our SEND 

policy and also on the Stockton on Tees LA site. 

 

All pupils will receive Class teacher input via 

excellent targeted classroom teaching also known 

as Quality First Teaching 

For your child this would mean: 

That the teacher has the highest possible expectations 

for your child and all pupils in their class. Differentiated 

activities will allow all pupils to progress. 

 

More information 
More information 

More information More information 

 

• The services we use to provide for and support our children include 

Specialist Teachers, Speech and Language, Occupational 

Therapy, school counsellors and The Educational Psychologist.  

• Parents will be asked for permission before any agency becomes 

involved and they will kept informed of engagement in additional 

provision, receiving reports and updates.  



Main Menu 

Policies relevant to SEND 
 
•   SEND and Inclusion Policy  
•   Equality Policy 
•   Admissions Policy 
•   Complaints Policy (refer to website) 
•   SEN Code of Practice    
•    LA’s Local Offer    
• Stockton Parent/Carer Forum (SENDIASS): 
 
SENDIASS@Stockton.go.uk  

07935447375 
01642 393939 or 01642 415550. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:SENDIASS@Stockton.go.uk
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School’s Complaints Procedure 

 
Any complaints with regards to SEND provision should be 

referred to the Head-Teacher and Governing Body 

following the complaints procedure established by the 

school. (Please see school’s complaints policy)  
 

Advice and support could also be obtained from our 

SEND Information Advice and Support Partner, Caroline 

Fell. She can be contacted by e-mail: 

SENDIASS@Stockton.go.uk  

 

Stockton United for Change are the Recognised Parent 

Carer Forum: info@stocktonunitedforchange.co.uk 

  

mailto:SENDIASS@Stockton.go.uk
mailto:info@stocktonunitedforchange.co.uk
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Communication and Interaction 

Social, Emotional and Mental  

Health Difficulties 

Cognition and Learning 

Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

 

This section is about the additional support our school offers children/young 
people with SEND. 
 



Plan Menu 

Communication and Interaction 

• Access to small group and/or individualised 
interventions to develop skills in 
communication, interaction, emotional 
awareness, self care, flexible thinking 

• Access to low stimulus area 
• Flexible approaches to timetable 
 • Modifications to lunch and breaktimes 
• Enhanced access to additional aids 
• Access technology 
• Explicit teaching of generalising skills from one context to another 
• Careful planning of transitions 
• Mentoring and buddy systems 
• Social stories and social skills groups 
• Access to Speech and Language Therapist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Plan Menu 

Cognition and Learning 

• Regular, individually focused intervention 
• Increased access to small group support  
• Practical aids for learning  
• Phonic development programmes-eg Read 

Write Inc, Toe by Toe, Beat Dyslexia  
 • Increased access to ICT- eg visualisers, zoomtext 
• Flexible groupings 
• Enhanced access to technical aids e.g. ICT software and/or hardware 
• Adaptations to assessments to enable access e.g. readers, scribe, ICT 
• Curriculum will be adapted to meet the learning needs of the child/young 

person 
• Delivery and Differentiation 
• Frequent repetition and reinforcement. 
• Individual maths tutoring programme-  Booster Club 
• Pastoral Peer support for maths and literacy 
• ICT support using Maths Whizz Tutoring and Sumdog Reading/Maths 
 

 

 

 



Plan Menu 

Social, Emotional and Mental  

Health Difficulties 

• Access to time out/individual work area 
• Mentoring (adults and peers) 
• Individualised rewards system 
 • Access to counselling service-Tamhs and Ms Dowson 
• Increased access to additional adults in the classroom 
• Alternative curriculum opportunities including reduced timetables 
• Opportunities to develop Social Emotional Aspects of Learning 
• Visual timetable and social stories 
• Qualified staff to support behaviour and attendance 
• 1:1 support plans where required 
• Transition programmes in place. Transition preparation for those with SEND 

begins in Year 5, with meetings to discuss and guide parents to choices of 
• secondary placements. In Year 6, when the placement is confirmed, a 

transition programme is developed to meet the individual needs of the child  
. 
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Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

• School meets statutory requirements of DDA 
• Zoom text school and home access. 
• Concrete apparatus available to support learning 
• Access to support for personal care 
• Therapy programmes delivered in school, designed by specialists e.g. 

Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists 
• Adapted curriculum to enable full access e.g. alternative recording devices, 

modified PE curriculum 
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                                              DO 

 
ALL teachers at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School: 
• Use their best endeavours to ensure that the necessary provision is 

made for any individual who has SEND. 
• Are responsible and accountable for all pupils in their class wherever or 

with whoever the pupils are working. 
 

• St Joseph’s has a high proportion of teaching assistants who have training in 
a range of SEN conditions. 

• The school regularly has CPD to improve outcomes for  SEND  pupils. 
• Teaching Assistants are responsible for delivering specific  
• intervention programmes eg Numicon, RWI, Beat Dyslexia, Lexia, Maths 

Whizz, Sumdog 
• Social skills groups 
• All trips, visits are risk assessed taking SEND needs into account. 
• After school and enrichment activities are totally inclusive for all children. 
• Parents can contact Mrs Whyte Headteacher if they wish to discuss any 

specific adaptations.  
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                                                 REVIEW 
 
• Reviews of  SEND pupils take place half termly as part of the monitoring 

and evaluation cycle. 
• Parents/carers are involved in the review of provision at termly and more 

frequently as required. 
• We hold parent consultation evenings in the autumn and spring terms. 
• Pupils  review their  learning and needs in the autumn and summer terms. 
• Parents receive a written interim report in the spring term and a full 

report in the summer term. 
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                                              ACCESSIBILITY 
 
With due regard to our admission policy, parental choice and accessibility of 
the school building all children with special educational needs who apply will be 
accepted by the school. 
 
• All of the school is fully wheelchair accessible.  
• Disabled toilet facilities are located near the school entrance.  
• Communication with parents whose first language is not English is supported 
by advice from the Local Authorities  
 
Activities Outside of School 
 • St. Joseph’s is an inclusive school and we will put in place appropriate 
support, whenever possible, to enable your child to be educated alongside their 
peers. This may include extra staffing and/or equipment. 
• Staff who are arranging an offsite trip will discuss with parents and the 
SENCo any requirements needed and the suitability of any trip which the 
school is taking part in. 
• We will not stop your child from going on a trip due to their special 
educational needs and/or disability if the trip is suitable for your child and 
their safety and the safety of others is not compromised.  
• The Headteacher, Mrs Whyte, oversees all trips to ensure children are safe 
and included where possible. 



Covid-19 

• The current Covid-19 restrictions mean that the provision 

listed above in all four areas of need has had to be adapted to 

the requirements of on-line distance learning, as has been the 

case since 26th March 2020. All teachers and the support 

team have quickly become adept at using technology to 

remotely support our learners who have SEND.  

• Levels of engagement and progress are regularly checked and 

interventions put in place if any concerns exist. Our support 

under Covid-19 is flexible to the needs of each individual 

learner. 

 



Useful Links 
You can view Stockton Borough Council’s local offer regarding SEND and find out some more 
information here: 
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/family.page?familychannel=1 

 

Other relevant policies are also on our website including our SEND and inclusion policy. 
Websites you may find useful to help you in supporting your child with a Special 
Educational Need or Disability:  

 

• http://www.tewv.nhs.uk/site/care-and-treatment/children-and-adolescent-mental-health-
services/teesside  Children and Mental Health Services (CAMHS)  

• http://www.ican.org.uk/  Supporting children with speech, language and communication 
difficulties 

• http://www.helpguide.org/mental/adhd_add_parenting_strategies.htm  ADHD parenting 
tips http://dcd.canchild.ca/en/DCDFAQs/resources/dcdrevised.pdf  Supporting a child with 
Developmental Coordination Difficulties 

• http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/about-dyslexia/parents/helping-your-child-at-home.html 

• How to support a Dyslexic child at home  

• http://www.autism.org.uk/living-with-autism/parents-relatives-and-carers.aspx  A fantastic 
website to support parents with a child with autism 
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